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“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him.” 
Romans 8:28 

 
The Star family trusts that in and through Covid-19 our great God is working for the 

eternal good of our children, our families, our staff, and all within the Star family.  We 
praise him for this and ask for his continued blessings in and through this school year. 

 
 

“Whatever you do, do it all to the glory of God.”  Proverbs 3:5 
 

The Star family gives glory to our God as we each, individually, follow what is best to 
keep each other safe.  This will then enable us to collectively move forward towards our 

common goal of keeping each other safe as we provide an excellent Christ centered 
education to our Savior’s little lambs. 

 
 

“Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one other.”  
John 13:34 

 
The Star family understands that there are many and varied perspectives on the current 

situation and how best to move forward.  We will demonstrate love to our God as we 
show love and understanding to each other despite differences in opinion. 

 
 

“Rejoice in the Lord always.”  Philippians 4:4 
 

The Star family believes that our gracious God is not only good to us when everything 
from our human perspective seems great, but that God is good to us every moment of 

our lives.  What an awesome verse to have as our school year theme this year! 
 



 
Core Philosophy 

As we teach young minds and prepare young hearts, we strive for an educational 
program devoted to furthering his Kingdom and maintaining academic excellence.  We will do 
this with a concentration on the students’ spiritual growth and an emphasis on the growth of the 
whole child while taking into serious consideration the health of our community. 

We know that one reason you send your children to Star of Bethlehem School is for their 
physical, emotional, and spiritual safety. As a school, we will do our best to maintain a safe 
school environment while providing our students with an excellent Christ-centered education. 
 
Rationale 

How were these initial decisions made? That question is likely running through the minds 
of our many families. The bullet list below is an effort to “pull back the curtain” and explain some 
of the priority factors that were considered in creating this plan.  

● While our students get to hear about Jesus every school day regardless of the 
educational setting, we want to give them every opportunity to see that message in 
action by being in the company of others who demonstrate the love of their Savior. 

● The full scope of high-quality education that Star of Bethlehem has developed can only 
be completely delivered to students when they are in the school building. 

● Full social development of children cannot occur in a virtual setting. 
● The emotional stress that our students are facing can be greatly reduced by getting them 

back in regular in-person contact with other students. 
● The value that a reliable, daily routine which school provides cannot be overstated. 
● In our recent family survey, 80% of our families indicated that their preferred method of 

instruction is all students return to school full time with a regular schedule. 
● In our recent staff survey, 100% of our full-time teachers indicated that their preferred 

method of instruction is all students return to school full time with a regular schedule. 
● Many parents have now returned to work and require supervision of their children each 

school day; finding, transporting, and/or paying for additional child care places an 
enormous burden on families. 

● The WI Department of Public Instruction, the WI Department of Health, and the 
American Academy of Pediatrics have all recommended a return to in-person learning 
this upcoming school year. 
 
Star of Bethlehem is committed to offering the safest environment and best education 

that we can possibly provide to our students. Unfortunately, reality informs us that there will be 
risks. Returning students and staff to the school will never be 100% safe regardless of the 
measures and protocols we put in place. Laid out in this plan is our best effort at this time to 
minimize the risk and exposure to illness for all students and staff.  
 
Document Purpose 

This document will serve as the operating policies and procedures at Star of Bethlehem 
School for this upcoming school year. This draft of the reopening plan document is not a 
finished product. Although its contents will direct our actions today, this plan will be updated 
whenever new information or best practices become available. As a school, we will work to 



communicate changes in a timely manner so that our staff and our families can be fully 
informed.  This communication will be handled through our email mailing lists. 

This reopening plan will be an official addendum to the 2020-2021 Star of Bethlehem 
Family Handbook. While all policies and procedures in the handbook still apply, updates that 
pertain to the changing operational practices of the school for the upcoming school year will be 
found in this plan. 
 

May the Lord bless. 
 
Instructional Scenarios  

As the situation in our community is likely to change throughout the school year, we will 
need to be prepared, and if necessary, shift between instructional scenarios. Below is a listing of 
three instructional scenarios. These scenario options are the ones between which we may need 
to shift as the situation demands. Take time to reflect on these scenarios and how your family 
would need to react if we switch between different scenarios during the school year.  It must be 
understood that Star of Bethlehem will seek to maintain Full-In Person education for our 
students.  This section demonstrates our preparedness if the situation necessitates. 
 
1 - Full In-Person - Preferred and default position whenever possible 

● 5 full days per week of in-person for all students 
● Follow the normal calendar and class schedules 

○ In-Person:  Cohort Method of Operation (see below for specific details) 
■ Students remain primarily within their cohort(s) throughout the school day 

 
2 - Hybrid of In-Person and Virtual - Method used if the internal situation or external mandate 
determines that it is best practice at the time. 

● Limited in-person instruction following our normal school calendar and schedules  
○ Every class is divided into two groups 

■ In-person learning: Group 1- Monday & Tuesday 
■ In-person learning: Group 2- Thursday & Friday 

○ Wednesday - All students complete virtual learning  
■ Wednesdays without students in the building will allow time to complete 

cleaning between student groups 
○ There is consideration of having each group do one full week of in-person 

while the other group does a full week of virtual learning, and vice versa the 
following week.  Or, for two-thirds of the class to do one week and a different 
two thirds to do the next week. This research is ongoing. 

○ On days when students are not in school for in-person learning, virtual learning 
will be completed 

○ The Cohort Method described in detail below will apply to this scenario when 
students are in the school building 

○ Note: Families with multiple students at Star of Bethlehem will be in the same 
in-person attendance group 

 



3 - Full Virtual/Distance - Virtual learning for all students will be used if: COVID-19 directly 
impacts Star of Bethlehem, not enough staff is available to deliver in-person learning, 
percentage of students in attendance is determined to be too low, or Star of Bethlehem is 
mandated to close in-person learning 

● Virtual/Distance learning will follow a Monday through Thursday calendar with Fridays 
used for individual student tutoring and catchup and continued work on special 
projects. 

○ See addendum for specifics on virtual learning.  
 

Academic Growth 
At Star of Bethlehem, one of our top priorities is to grow our students to set them up for 

future success in life. Throughout the upcoming school year, our teachers will be working to 
grow students academically regardless of the instructional scenario. Assessment of student 
learning and grading will be completed as well. We will make every effort to complete our 
normal quarterly report cards on student academic progress. Students will be required to 
complete satisfactory work to be eligible for promotion to the following grade.  
 
Cohorts 

The school will operate with a cohort method which will have student and staff groupings 
remain as static as possible by having the same group of students (in each grade) stay with 
each other and the same staff as much as possible. We will restrict mixing between groups as 
much as possible.  

There will be the main cohort for each student which will consist of the students in their 
same grade (for all grades except grades 7-8 will be considered one main cohort).  For 
preschoolers, their main cohort will be the students in their same session.   There will also be a 
secondary cohort of the students that share the same hall and restrooms.  All preschool 
sessions are on the same floor and share the same restrooms.  Grades 2-4 will be on the same 
floor and share the same restrooms.  Grades 5-8 also will be on the same floor and share the 
same restrooms.  Kindergarten and first grade will each only have their main cohort as they 
have their own restrooms. 
 
School Calendar 

As of this time, the school calendar that was approved by the school board last spring 
has not been changed. We are planning to begin school on Tuesday, August 25, 2020 for the 
K-8 and the following week for preschool. 
 
Back to School Visits 
The school will continue its Back to School visits in order to establish the necessary and 
beneficial communication between home and school.  The following safety protocols will be in 
place for these visits. 

● Parents, staff, and children 5 years old and above must wear a mask while in the 
building. 

● All individuals will enter through the school doors and exit via the gym doors.  
● Hand sanitizer will be available at the school doors.  
● Touched surfaces will be sanitized between each visit. 



● Distancing will be considered and respected. 
● For these visits and moving forward, individuals within the school environment are asked 

to forego greetings of handshakes, hugs, and high fives.  Elbow bumps may be used. 
Eye contact will most certainly be encouraged. 

 
Back to School Registration Days 
The school will continue its Back to School Registration Days as previously planned.  The 
following safety protocols will be in place for these days. 

● Parents, staff, and children 5 years old and above must wear a mask while in the 
building. 

● There will be sign ups required to space out the arrival of people. 
● There will be a designated flow of traffic in and through the building wherever possible.  
● Touched surfaces will be sanitized throughout the times. 
● Distancing will be considered and respected. 
● Hand sanitizer will be available at the school doors.  
● For these days and moving forward, individuals within the school environment are asked 

to forego greetings of handshakes, hugs, and high fives.  Elbow bumps may be used. 
Eye contact will most certainly be encouraged. 

 
Student/Staff Illness 

As we go through this school year, please consider the health and safety of students and 
staff in the school as a top priority. If you believe your child is sick or may be becoming sick, you 
are highly encouraged and expected to keep them home. Parents are encouraged to take 
temperature checks at home each day before school and go through the “At Home Symptom 
Checklist” in the appendix. While attendance and school work completion are important, 
consideration for the health and possible transmission of illness to others should be considered 
more important.  

Staff will be trained to recognize the known symptoms of COVID-19 to monitor student 
health throughout the school day.  All staff and students will be required to enter the school 
building through the main school doors each day in order that they will be temperature screened 
upon entry (see below for details) . With our school reopening plans, we are trying to limit the 
number of contacts your student has during the school day. Out of consideration for the other 
students, families, and staff, we ask that you carefully consider the number of additional 
contacts your children have outside of the school day. 

 
Demonstrating Symptoms of COVID-19 

See the appendix for the “Symptoms of COVID-19” and how these symptoms compare 
to other common illnesses.  

For those students or staff who are demonstrating the known symptoms of COVID-19, 
every precaution will be taken to isolate the individual and seek to identify if there are other 
contributing factors that may mirror the symptoms of COVID-19. A temperature will be taken and 
if a fever registers, the individual will remain out of the learning environment and be placed in an 
area where they can safely wait to be picked up.  A mask will be worn by the individual 
throughout this process. 



The student will wait in the designated sick space away from others.  In order to return to 
the school building, they will be required to be fever free for a minimum of 24 hours without any 
medication.  A record will be kept in the school office to document students sent home.  The 
child’s doctor should be consulted. 

 
Guidelines for Exposure to COVID-19 

Any student or staff member that has been exposed to an individual known to have 
tested positive for COVID-19 will notify the school.  “Exposed” means that a person has been in 
close contact with a person who has COVID-19.  Close contact is defined as:  

● Had direct physical contact with the person (e.g.; hug, kiss, handshake). 
● Were within 6 feet of the person for more than 15 minutes (can be cumulative). 
● Had contact with the person’s respiratory secretions (e.g.; coughed/sneezed on, contact 

with a dirty tissue, sharing a drinking glass, food, or towels or other personal items).  
● Stayed overnight for at least one night in a household with the person 

 
In consultation with Waukesha County Health Department, a plan will be developed on 

how and when to return to school considering the safety of others if someone has been exposed 
to COVID-19. 

 
Testing Positive for COVID-19 

A student or staff member who tests positive for COVID-19 will not be permitted to enter 
the school building and should self-quarantine at home. The family members of this student or 
staff member will also not be permitted to enter the school. Any student or staff member who 
tests positive for COVID-19 will be required to follow the direction of the Waukesha County 
Health Department. 

If a positive COVID-19 test is reported to the school, a contact study will be conducted in 
consultation with the health department to identify which students and staff members have had 
direct contact with the individual who tested positive.  

 
Communicating Sickness 

All student and staff COVID-19 test results are encouraged to be shared with the 
principal. The school office will work diligently to maintain an individual’s right to confidentiality 
of testing results. The school will communicate confirmed cases of COVID-19 in a confidential 
manner so that the school community can be aware of the situation.  This communication will 
occur through email to the school body. 
 
Excusing for Student Illness 

When communicating with the school office to excuse student absences for illness, 
additional information will be required. Questions will include but are not limited to the questions 
found on the “At-Home Symptom Checklist” found in the appendix. 
 
Continued Academics Work During Illness 

If a significant percentage of a class (see Wellness Policy for details) or an entire class is 
to remain out of the building, that class may be transitioned to full virtual learning for a period of 
time. Other classes would remain in-person during the time that class is virtual. If contact tracing 



is either inconclusive or shows contact with many different groups within the school, we may 
need to transition the entire school to full virtual learning for a period of time. Due to the timing 
of when the school receives information on exposure or positive test results, there may be very 
limited time to prepare for and communicate these changes. Be prepared to make these 
adjustments quickly during the school year.  

Students and staff members that have been exposed to COVID-19 or test positive but do 
not show symptoms are encouraged to continue their academic work from home as best as they 
are able during their time away from school. Those who are dealing with symptoms will be 
supported as much as possible to complete academic work upon recovery.  

Unless the entire class or school goes to virtual learning, each student will be supported 
in their absence as a normal absence would be handled - the students’ work will be sent home 
with all resources needed to complete the work and the teacher will individually assist the 
student(s) via email, phone, or virtual calls.  Parents will be called on to take a more hands on 
role in the child’s education during the absence. 

In the absence of a staff member, every attempt will be made to provide a substitute.  If 
a substitute can’t be found for a teacher, teaching will again occur when the staff member feels 
healthy enough to do so virtually.  This may mean that the students impacted may be at home 
engaging in virtual learning during the teacher’s absence. 
 
Temperature Screening 

Star of Bethlehem constitutes a fever at a temperature of 100.4 degrees or above. 
 
Safety Enhancement 

The school will be taking the temperature of each student and staff member upon 
entering the school building. A thermal camera has been installed into our main school entry 
area to ensure that this temperature check is done in a safe and efficient manner each school 
day.  If a temperature is registered above 100.0 degrees, a staff member will discreetly remove 
the individual from the learning environment and take a forehead scan temperature to verify.  If 
over 100.4 degrees, the individual will remain out of the learning environment and be placed in 
an area where they can safely wait to be picked up.  A mask will be worn by the individual 
throughout this process. 
 
Parent Screening of Students 

Parents are encouraged to take temperature checks at home each day before school 
and go through the “Daily Home Screening for Students” in the appendix.  
 
Returning to School 

If the student answers YES to any question in Section 1 of “Daily Home Screening for 
Students” but NO to any questions in Section 2, the student would be excused from school in 
accordance with existing school illness policy (e.g., until symptom-free for one full school day 
without medications). 

Students diagnosed with COVID-19 or who answer YES to any question in Section 1 
and YES to any question in Section 2 without negative test results should stay home, isolate 
themselves from others, monitor their health, and follow directions from their state or local health 



department. If contacted by a contact tracer, families should notify them that the student 
attended school. 

For those that answered YES to a question in each section, the student can return to 
school after: 

● 10 days since symptoms first appeared and 
● 24 hours with no fever without the use of fever-reducing medications and 
● Other symptoms of COVID-19 are improving**Loss of taste and smell may persist for 

weeks or months after recovery and need not delay the end of isolation 

Most people do not require testing to decide when they can be around others; however, if your 
healthcare provider recommends testing, they will let you know when you can resume being 
around others based on your test results. 

 
Staff Screening 

Each school day, all staff members will self-screen answering specific questions of 
themselves. If a staff member does not pass the screening process, they will notify the principal 
and be sent home until they are healthy enough to resume their duties or meet the guidelines 
above for Staff/Student Illness. 
 
Mask Usage 

Students and staff will be required to wear a mask upon entering the building until they 
are in their classroom (this includes while in Before School Care a mask must be worn). 
Additionally, they will be required to wear a mask during dismissal from when they leave their 
classroom until they are driving away in their car (this includes while waiting for parents to 
arrive, after sports practice, at After School Care, and other times after school before leaving). 
Students are required to wear a mask at all times on the school bus.  

Students and staff are welcomed to wear a mask at any other times. Parents should 
engage in discussions with their teacher and their children to determine when masks should be 
worn. 

*If and when there is a mask mandate, all individuals in the school building five years old 
and older are to wear a mask anytime others are present in the room except teachers while 
teaching and they remain 6 feet away from all individuals at all times. 

The school will not provide masks on a routine basis to students and staff.  Instead, all 
individuals are responsible to bring their own.  If, however, one is forgotten, the school office will 
provide one.  If anyone would like assistance with acquiring masks for their family on a regular 
basis, please contact the Principal. 

The school staff will be trained on the proper method of putting on and taking off a mask. 
This training will be taught and implemented with all students. Masks should cover both the 
nose and the mouth. Masks can be brought from home. Face coverings with messages or 
symbols that are obscene, offensive, or distracting will not be allowed.  

All visitors are required to wear a mask at all times while in the building.  
 
School Arrival and Dismissal  



Star of Bethlehem is a family.  We are thankful for this and want to continue to build this 
family.  It will be difficult and it is not what we want, but we are asking parents and visitors to 
refrain from coming into the building unless necessary.  If parents or visitors must come into the 
building, they will be required to wear a face mask. There will be no congregating of parents in 
the halls of the school before, during and immediately after the school day until further notice.  

All parents are asked to remain patient at arrival and dismissal and to drive slowly and 
carefully through the parking lot. 
 
School Arrival 

We will offer Before School Care for anyone who is in need of care for their children prior 
to 7:45am.  The program will begin at 7am.   See below for more details related to Before 
School Care.  

After 7:45am and when the orange cone at the school front door is removed (signifying 
parents may now drop their students off without checking them into Extended Care), to minimize 
the amount of people coming into the building, we are asking the following of parents... 

● Preschool parents - bring their children into the building and drop them off according to 
the procedure communicated by our Preschool Director. 

● Kindergarten and first grade parents - drop their children off outside of their classroom if 
needed with encouragement after two weeks in school to drop them off outside of the 
school. 

● Second through eighth grade parents - drop off their children outside of the school. 
 

All cars will follow the same flow of traffic as always by entering into the northern 
driveway and exiting out the southern one.  All students will enter through the main school 
hallway and proceed immediately to their classrooms. 
 
School Dismissal 

At the end of the school day, bus students will be dismissed to the gym at 3:07pm prior 
to the rest of the school body.  Students will report to the gym where they will congregate with 
distancing encouraged until led by a staff member to the bus. 

All other students (except preschool students - see below) going home after school will 
be dismissed and congregate in the gym, spread out by class and be delivered to cars.  Parents 
will either stand on the patio just east of the gym doors or go through the car line.  Either way, 
the students will be delivered to the parents.  Parents are reminded not to enter the school 
building for pick up after school. 

Preschool parents are to come to the preschool hallway to pick up their children. Masks 
are required.  We ask parents to not enter the school building until 3:10pm to allow for all other 
students to congregate in the gym for pickup. 
 
Visitors 

While Star of Bethlehem loves being a welcoming and open place for parents and other 
visitors, we need to amend our visitor allowances during this time. Except for preschool and the 
first two weeks for kindergarten and first grade, all parents are to drop off their children outside 
of the school doors.  All other visitors must wear a mask upon entering the building and check in 



at the office where the office staff will handle whatever needs there are.  If a parent would like to 
discuss anything with their child’s teacher, they must first reach out to the teacher to set up a 
time to talk.  It will be highly recommended to handle the majority of communication via email, 
phone or in person after most students have left the building.  (We look forward to a time when 
we are able to allow visitors into the school building once again!)  

There may be times when a visitor to the classroom will benefit student learning.  All of 
these scenarios will be cleared by the principal prior.  Each visitor will wear a mask while in the 
building and remain 6 feet away from students while in the classroom. 

There will be signs at the main school entrance informing all who enter that they must 
● Not enter if they have a cough or fever 
● Maintain a minimum of six-foot distance from one another where possible 
● Refrain from shaking hands or engaging in any unnecessary physical contact 
● Wear a mask  

 
School and Classroom Setup 

Physical Distancing 
Regardless of the in-person learning scenario in use, we will work to provide physical 

distancing whenever possible. In a school setting, six feet of physical distancing is not going to 
always be possible. Our efforts will be focused on minimizing the time that students and staff 
spend in close proximity and contact with one another, especially those outside of their cohort..  

Student seating (which will include tables or desks) will be spaced apart within the 
classroom considering physical distancing. Teachers will be aware of distancing while students 
are engaged in group work.  Teachers also understand that this year there may be some best 
practices in the teaching profession that will not be able to be utilized this year as we look to do 
our best to keep our school body healthy and in school learning. 

Students will not gather within the hallways. Students in line and moving through the 
school will consider distancing practices by remembering to not have someone within an arm's 
reach.  They will be taught to use “airplane arms” as a reference. 

All visitors and stakeholders within the school environment are asked to forego greetings 
of handshakes, hugs, and high fives.  Elbow bumps may be used.  Eye contact will most 
certainly be encouraged. 

Note - Star of Bethlehem purposefully uses the term “physical” distancing as opposed to 
“social” distancing because we want our students to be social.  The social development and 
involvement of each child as they grow and mature is vital.  The school wants to and will strive 
to continue the social development of each child while incorporating physical distancing 
measures when and where appropriate, reasonable, and doable. 

 
Student Hand Washing 
Teachers will follow the same handwashing schedule as outlined in our school Wellness 

Plan that is followed each year.  Additionally, as students enter the classroom in the morning, 
they will be required to wash their hands.  Teachers will be encouraged to take additional 
breaks for hand washing and sanitizing throughout the day as they deem best.  Additionally, 
they will encourage individual students to wash their hands when they identify behaviors such 
as coughing, sneezing, picking nose, etc. 



Students will be trained on how to properly wash their hands using soap and water 
according to health guidelines. Hand sanitizer will also be available and used throughout the 
day.  

 
Ventilation and Air Circulation 
Each classroom air handling system is set during the school day to deliver fresh air into 

each classroom.  We have installed ionizers into our HVAC system. These ionizers are proven 
to eliminate many potentially dangerous airborne particulates.  
 

Restroom and Water Fountain Use 
All students are to only use their classroom’s designated restroom. Students will be 

reminded often that in the restroom and everywhere they should not be within an arm's length of 
another student. 

The water fountains will not be used throughout the school year.  Instead, every student 
must bring their own water bottle and fill it at home.  If needed, students may fill their water 
bottle in the filling stations located throughout the school.  Students are recommended to use 
water bottles that have a cap which conceal the part that their mouths touch. 

 
Middle School Transitions 
The middle school is a departmentalized learning environment which means that 

students normally transition between classrooms during the day. We see many benefits in this 
transitioning.  With that said, we want to be cautious as we begin the school year which is why 
we will start by having the students remain in their homeroom classrooms and the teachers will 
move classrooms throughout the day to teach their subjects to the students in the homerooms. 
We look forward to allowing the students in the future to again transition from classroom to 
classroom.  We will communicate this change out when we decide it is safe to do so. 
 
School Day Gatherings 

Chapel - We understand that meeting together is biblical and a wonderful part of a 
school family.  We will seek to do this as a whole school family as soon as possible.  We will 
begin the school year having two chapel services - one on Monday for grades 4-8 and another 
on Wednesday for grades K-3. 

We will not have the students in person during the first chapel in order that the teachers 
might properly prepare the students of the practices outlined in the above paragraph.  Our first 
in person chapel with the students will be the second week of school.  Parents will be invited to 
come to the church for the first day of school chapel.  The students will watch the livestream in 
their classrooms.  It is our intention that this live stream is offered to parents and others as well. 

 
Lunch and Snack - We will continue to follow the cleaning and hand washing procedures 

as outlined in our school Wellness Plan before and after eating lunch and snack.  No food will 
be eaten outside of these designated times.   There will be no sharing of food between students 
and all students will eat at their own desk/table space. 

We are working with the School District of New Berlin with the hot lunch and how the 
food items will be packaged to enable the most sanitary serving conditions.  Meals will be 



delivered directly to classrooms. All lunch servers will wear a mask and gloves when serving 
students.  

Birthday treats may be brought as long as they are individually wrapped by the 
manufacturer. 

 
Recess - All recesses will be with either the students’ main cohort or their secondary 

cohort.  Teachers will most always bring students outside unless it is raining or below zero 
degrees.  If the students are in the gym, they will share the space only with their main cohort 
utilizing the gym divider if necessary.  Equipment will be able to be shared among students. 
Handwashing will be emphasized for all students after recess.   If the state mandate is in effect 
regarding masks, they will be worn indoors and not outdoors. 

 
Phy Ed - Physical education class will be outside whenever feasible.  The gym will be 

limited to one class at a time unless the gym divider is down and then there may be two classes. 
Teachers will be aware of the activities that students are engaging in to make sure that there is 
not an unnecessary amount of students in close proximity of one another for sustained periods 
of time.  Students will not change prior to Phy ed class.  Students are encouraged to dress 
appropriately on days they have class.  If the state mandate is in effect regarding masks, they 
will be worn indoors and not outdoors. 

 
R and R - We are sad as it has become a favorite time at Star.  However, to begin the 

school year, R and R will be put on hold.  When safety can be maintained, we will communicate 
out to parents that we will resume. 

 
Hallways - There will be no gatherings of students and or others within the halls. 

Instead, the halls will be used to move from one area to another.  All individuals will walk on the 
far right side of the hallway. 

 
Holiday Parties - The room parent program is near and dear to Star of Bethlehem.  We 

will still operate this program with room parents planning and coordinating the parties.  In person 
room parents will be extremely limited on party days and must wear a mask and maintain 
physical distancing throughout their time in the school whenever possible. 

 
Before/After School Care 

Many Star of Bethlehem families rely on our Before and/or After School Care to support 
their family’s schedule. At the same time, our cohort method is challenged with this program. 
We need to be cautious when intermingling students from various cohorts. Our plan to operate 
the Before and After School Care seeks to address these issues as best as possible.  

 Students being dropped off prior to 7:45am must be pre registered for Before School 
Care.  This will not be a drop in program, but instead, each student must be registered to attend 
on a regular basis at the start of the year or at any time throughout the year when routine 
attendance will occur.  Registration happens by calling the school office at minimum the school 
day prior by 3:00pm.   The cost for Before School Care is $2 per child and a maximum of $4 per 
family per morning no matter when the child(ren) arrives.  



Students needing to stay after school may utilize our After School Care program.  It will 
operate until 5:00pm.  For those families that pay the $35 per child registration fee, the cost will 
be $5.50 per student per hour with a maximum family hourly rate $11.00 per hour.  For those 
who don’t pay the pre registration fee, the cost will be $6.50 per hour with a maximum family 
hourly rate of $13.00 per hour.  This program will allow drop in students not needing to pre 
register. 

For more specific information, see the Extended Care table at Back to School 
Registration.  

Masks must be worn at all times within both programs. 
If staffing the program becomes challenged, the Before/After School Care may need to 

be stopped for a period of time.  
 
School Cleaning 

Throughout the spring and summer, we have been working with our contracted cleaning 
service to review our school cleaning practices. We have verified that our cleaning crew will be 
able to meet or exceed CDC recommended cleaning practices and procedures. There will be a 
focus on frequently touched surfaces including door handles, tables, chairs, and railings.  

The school has installed ionizers into our HVAC system. These ionizers are proven to 
eliminate many potentially dangerous airborne particulates.  

Throughout the school day, the teachers, teacher assistants and aides will be cleaning 
and sanitizing high touched surfaces.  Additionally, these surfaces will be cleaned after each 
school day. 

The school will undergo a thorough deep cleaning whenever necessary based on the 
situation in the school building. This deep cleaning process includes an electrostatic 
disinfection. This process will generally be completed after school hours.  
 
 
School Supplies 

All efforts have been made to eliminate or reduce the need for shared classroom 
materials and resources. Those materials that will be used between multiple students will be 
cleaned and disinfected as best as possible between student uses.  

Individual student school supplies will be kept in student-designated containers. These 
containers will allow students to have their own supplies.  The school will ensure adequate art 
supplies or educational tools to minimize sharing. When sharing is necessary, we will minimize 
the numbers of students having contact and teach disinfecting techniques. 

Library books and other books will be able to be brought home and brought back. 
 
Student Services 

Numerous students at Star of Bethlehem utilize special services during the school day. 
Some of these services are offered through the school while other services are offered by 
outside providers. These services are critical for the students to continue to receive regardless 
of the learning environment.  These services will take place in the school building with increased 
spacing between students and staff. These services will require students to be pulled out of their 
classrooms. If we utilize the hybrid option, we will work to service students both in-person and 
with virtual meetings. If we utilize the full virtual option, we will transition services as fully as 



possible to a virtual format. We will work with our service providers on plans for each of these 
options but it is up to the service provider if they are able/willing to continue services in a virtual 
or blended format.  
 
Parent-Teacher Meetings 

Communication between home and school is absolutely essential as we assist families 
with the Christian upbringing of their children.  Any and all communication that can be done via 
email or phone should be done in such a manner.  As we seek to maintain exceptional 
communication, we continue to welcome in person meetings when needed.  If an in person 
meeting is needed, an appointment should be set and a mask worn by visitors. 
 
Attendance 

While attendance is important, the health of everyone at Star is more important. 
Students who are not feeling well or who are showing signs of illness should be kept home out 
of an abundance of caution.  

In order to comply with educational regulations, attendance will be taken on each day 
either in-person or virtual / distance learning occurs. In-person attendance is calculated by the 
time the student is in attendance in the building. Virtual / distance attendance will be determined 
by the school based on the learning situation. Virtual attendance can be taken based on 
participation in virtual instruction or by work completion for the assigned tasks of the school day.  
 
Video Conferencing  

Virtual learning is an instructional scenario that we are prepared to deploy if and when 
deemed best for the safety of all of our students.  

The use of video conferencing can help connect teachers to their students while learning 
from home, and many teachers have used this resource to meet with classes, small groups, and 
individual students. Star of Bethlehem will be using the video conferencing platform Google 
Meet as the main tool for video conferencing for this school year.  At times, Zoom may be used 
as it offers some features that better facilitate social interaction.  Precautions for both will be 
used to ensure only those invited participants will be able to access.The school has taken 
several precautions to ensure the privacy of these video conferences, but we rely on our 
partnership with parents to ensure these tools are used appropriately by students while they 
learn from home.  

Please help your child to follow these video conferencing guidelines: 
● Students' ability to use video conferencing with or without parents' direct supervision is a 

decision parents need to make based on the age and independence of the child.  For 
example, while K-2 students may require an adult's direct assistance while using video 
conferencing tools, older students may be able to use these learning resources 
independently. 

● Parents/guardians should be mindful of the family activities and images that are 
heard/seen during a student's use of video conferencing.  Please have your children use 
these tools in a space that is easy to monitor and yet is private enough for them to 
minimize distractions. 



● Students need to ensure that video conferencing devices are fully charged and/or 
plugged in before the beginning of a video conference session. Students should know 
how to turn off the camera or microphone as needed. 

● Please remind students to dress and behave appropriately when video conferencing. 
The same rules of conduct and behavior that apply to the classroom apply to video 
conferencing. Students attending virtual conference school days are required to follow 
the school’s dress code. Inappropriate student behavior during video conferencing will 
be subject to school discipline. Please refer to the school's full Parent Student Handbook 
to review behavior expectations. 

● Teachers and students must use Star of Bethlehem accounts when video conferencing, 
not their personal accounts. Parent accounts are acceptable at the Preschool level as 
students do not have school accounts. 

● Students/parents/guardians are not permitted to take photos, screenshots, or recordings 
of any video or audio from these video conference sessions.  

● Capturing, posting, discussing, etc. of any classroom events involving other students or 
staff members without the advanced consent of all involved may result in disciplinary 
action. If you have specific issues with a classroom situation, our conflict resolution 
policy must be followed by taking it to the teacher first.  

● There should be no 1-to-1 student to teacher video conferences without the explicit 
consent of the student’s parent/guardian. Consent must be in writing and can be in the 
form of an email, letter, or other written means. Counseling and other student support 
services that deliver 1-to-1 student support while in person are exempt from this 
requirement as it is necessary to be 1-to-1 in a virtual setting to continue to deliver 
services.  

 
Field Trips 

Field trips are an excellent way to provide students with alternative educational 
experiences that they cannot receive in the school building. Unfortunately, our plan is to not go 
on any field trips until further notice.  We pray that the situation will improve in the future to allow 
us to reconsider this decision.  We will allow onsite presenters to come into the classroom after 
being approved by the principal.  The presenter will need to wear a mask and remain 6 feet 
away from the students. 
 
Extracurricular Activities 

Our overall goal is to offer as many of our normal extracurricular activities as possible. 
We are working with other schools and sports leadership groups to identify best practices in 
minimizing risk for students and coaches. Despite our best efforts, there will still be an increased 
risk for students if they participate in extracurricular activities.  

As a school, we believe that the physical, social, and emotional growth that students 
gain when participating in extracurricular activities is critical. It will be up to each family to decide 
if extracurricular activities align with what they would like to do. All extracurricular activity 
offerings will only be offered if we can find meaningful measures to minimize risk as well as 
coaches and leaders willing to serve. 

 



Sports 
A specific sports related plan will be communicated out to all families in the near term. 

 
Clubs and Lessons 
Star of Bethlehem has been blessed with a number of wonderful clubs and lessons in 

which students can participate. Working with individual leaders, our principal will work to 
develop best practices for minimizing risk in each activity.  As plans are made we will either add 
those plans to the below or communicate them out via email and/or the Star Connection. 

Initial plans include the following: 
- Piano will continue to be held with teachers wearing masks, giving additional 

distance to students while being taught and the piano sanitized between 
students.  Additionally, students will be required to wash their hands immediately 
before and after lessons. 

- Puppets will be held in the fellowship hall with students at least 6 feet apart. 
Students would each be assigned to a separate puppet that only that student will 
handle. There will be no live performances, but instead, all performances will be 
done via video.  

- 3d Print Club will be offered to students in 7th & 8th grade in order to have 
physical disancing able to be done within the science room.  

 
Transportation 

Star of Bethlehem works with Durham School Services for bus transportation.  We are 
currently awaiting word from Durham on if and how bussing will be provided.  We do know that if 
bussing is provided, masks will be a requirement for all riders. 
 
Counseling 

These past months have been potentially stressful for our students. Counseling services 
will be available to students through Christian Family Solutions. For additional information 
regarding counseling, contact the school office or your child’s teacher.  
 
Family Support 

Star of Bethlehem has several different types of support available to families during 
these difficult days: 

 
Spiritual 
When times are tough, spiritual support and comfort can bring relief to our hearts and 

peace to our minds. Pastor Schwartz is the school pastor at Star of Bethlehem. He is available 
to communicate with you via email (jschwartz@starofbethlehem.org), text, phone call, video call, 
or in-person conversations. Contact the school office for more information.  
 

Physical 
If you have any physical needs including food or financial, please reach out to our 

principal.  He will seek to help in a confidential manner. 
 

Emotional 



Christian Family Solutions offers family and adult services in addition to the services they 
provide to our students. Should you be in need of emotional support, Christian Family Solutions 
offers many resources and services which you can access directly on their website at 
https://christianfamilysolutions.org/ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://christianfamilysolutions.org/


Daily Home Screening for Students 
Parents: Please complete this short check each morning and report your child’s information 

to the school office in the morning before your child leaves for school. 

SECTION 1: Symptoms 
If your child has any of the following symptoms, that indicates a possible illness that may 

decrease the student’s ability to learn and also put them at risk for spreading illness to 
others. Please check your child for these symptoms: 

 

❏ Temperature 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher when taken by mouth 
❏ Sore throat 
❏ New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with 

chronic allergic/asthmatic cough, a change in their cough from baseline) 
❏ Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain 
❏ New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever 

 
SECTION 2: Close Contact/Potential Exposure 

❏ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) 
with a person with confirmed COVID-19 

❏ Traveled to or lived in an area where the local, Tribal, territorial, or state health 
department is reporting large numbers of COVID-19 cases as described in the 
Community Mitigation Framework 

❏ Live in areas of high community transmission (as described in the Community 
Mitigation Framework) while the school remains open 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/community-mitigation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/community-mitigation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/community-mitigation.html


 


